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ELECTION SERMON, 



DEUTERONOMY IV. 5, 6. 

Behold, I have taught yoU.Jlatutes and judgments ^ 

even as the Lord my God commanded me, that 

ye Jhould do Jo in the land whether ye go to pof. 

fefs it. 

JLeep therefore, and do them ,• for this is your voif- 

dom and your underftanding in the fight of the 

nations, which Jhall hear all thefe jlatutes, and 

fay. Surely this great nation is a wife and under-' 

Jlanding people. 

WE are not left in doubt, concerning the 
wifdom and falutary nature of that 
conftitution under which the Hebrews were 
placed, as it proceeded immediately from God ; 
and, in reference to the particular circumftan- 
ces of that people, was the refult of unerring 
perfedion, It was a free conftiAition, in which. 
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all tlie valuabk rights of the community were 
moll!, happily fecured. The public good, was 
tke great objed: in view, and, the moft efFedtual 
care was taken to prefer ve the rights of indi- 
viduals. Proper rewards were promifed to the 
obedieAtj-and-rig^teou? .-pupiihineiits allotted 
for the di-fobetfiemt.' God defigitedjfor fpeckl 
reafons, that the feed of Abraham, fhould be 
diftinguifhed in a peculiar manner from all o- 
ther nations ; he therefore undertook the gov- 
ernment of them himfelf, in all matters refpec- 
ting religion, civil policy, and that military ^ef- 
tablilhment, which he faw to be neceffary for 
their happinefs and defence. We find Mofes, 
who received this conftitution from God, and . 
delivered it to his people, frequently exhorting 
them, to maintain a facr ed regard for this di- 
vine inilitution, and to pay a confaentious 
obedience to all its laws : in doing oS which, 
they might fecure to themfelves; national prof- 
perity, and enjoy, the unfailing protedion of 
Almighty God. 

To deter them from difobedience, he chilled 
up their attention to that folemn fcene which 
opeaed to their view, when they ftqod before 
the Lord their God in Horeb^: when there 
were thunders, and lightnings, and a thickcloud 
jupou the mount, and the voice of the trumpft 
exceeding loud ; fo that all the people thaE was 
in the camp trembled. And the Lord eom^ 
Ta3.n^ed,hying, gather me the people together\an(jt 
twill make them, hear my wordi, that they may 
learn to fear me all the days that tbeyjhall live «/>- 
on the earth, and!4bat thej may tmfbjheir children. 
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' ' . ■ ; . ,- I. ■ 

The argUHBent usa^e ufe af m ffctee text, to 
excite an .that pople» a /pirit ©f lohedience to 
their cowftituti on and laws^ was this, that it 
would -raifejtiieir ^fcara<fter in the, fight of the 
nations : whiO ffom thence would be led/to en- 
tertain a veneration for them, a-s a, great aaatiaa^ 
a wife and underftanding pet^le. TJniiis lacred 
paJFage, -in cpnnedlion iwith the impswiaHiE oc-» 
cafion^ which baih called «s to the rhosaft of 
GoQj^^is moorning, may 'diredl our atteationito 
the fal;^wiKg -enquiry. 

Jn what, doth the true wifdomof a people, 
4 civii'cornmuniljy, confift ? 

The jgeneral ranfwer «o <this rqucftioij, iiHty 

not be difficulty dt will no doubt, be meaidily 

admitted, that the higheft wifdom ofacomimi* 

nity of intelligent beings, muft conM, in pur- 

fuing that line of condud, which {hall have fihe 

luaft direift and fure tendency to premiote the 

befl. goodfof the whole, both in time, and eter- 

luty. What ever creatures, may conceiv^e to 

be a good, either, through imperfedldaia oi mh- 

derftandirig, or degeneracy of heart ; yet, if 

that which they call good, is inseparably con* 

nedied with more pain than pleafure, taking an 

the whole of their exiftence ; then it cannot 

with propriety be .ftyled good, certainly not 

the beft good, confequeBtly, wifdom will not 

chooi^ it. The province of wifdom, is, to dif- 

cover and ele^t the moll valuable objedls ; And, 

toadt^t the befl: means toobtain them. Hiele 
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obfervations, apply with equal force, to indivi-i 
duals, and communities ; to all cla-fles of meny 
whether in the higher, or, lower walks of life. 
Communities, moft certainly, as well as indivi- 
duals, under the guidance of wifdom, will pur- 
fue that condudt which fhall be produdtive of 
their higheft happinefs,-in every period of their 
exiftence^ But the queftion returns, what is 
that condudt, which fhall have thedelired ten- 
dency, and will efFed: the higheft good ? This 
queftion, as it refpedts mankind at large in their 
prefentftate, might admit, a great variety of 
anfwers : fbme of which, may demanckjgartiA 
cular notice on the prefent occafion. As-, 

t I. -Wisdom will dired a community, to ef- 
tablifh a good fyflem of gdverntnent. It may* 
be a queflion, whether the allwife God ever de-' 
■figned, that any of his intelligent creatures, 
even in a flate of perfedtio'n, fh'ould exift with-i 
out fomekindof government,- and fubordinati- 
on amongfl themfelves. All creatures, have 
not the fame capacities ; neither are they pla- 
ced und^r equal advantages j and, ifthofe may 
be found, whofe capacities are equally exten- 
iive, flill they are different ; and, feem to . be 
defigned for different purpofes, and flations, in 
the great fyflem. We read, of thrones, do- 
minions, principalities, and potrprs airiohglt 
the angelic hofts : which titles, denote various 
flations among thofe finlefs beings, that they 
are differently employed, in degrees of fubor- 
dination to each other, in the government of 
that holy family of which, God, is the father, 
^ut, however this riiay be, as our acquaintance 
with that world of glory, is very imperfedl— 
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yet it is beyond a dowbt, that government tvas 
defignQiiaftdis abfolutely neceffary for men on 
earth, in their pf efent ft|£e of degeneracy. 

CREATURfis, -who have rifen in rebellion, a- 
gainft the holy and perfedl government of 
Jehovah ; have partial connexions, felfifh in- 
terefts, paflionsand lufts, which often interfere 
vith each other, and which, will not alvt'ays be 
controlled by reafon, and the mild influence of 
moral motives, however great : but thefe in 
their external exprelfions, muft be under the 
reftraint of law, or there can be 00 peace, no 
fafety among men. Some ki«d of government,, 
is therefore indifpenflbly neceffary for the hap- 
pinefi of mankind, that they may partake of 
the' fecurity, and other important bleffings re- 
fulting from fociety 5 which cannot be enjoyed 
in a ftate of nature. Without any confidera- 
tion, of the various forms of government which 
have been adcrpted, in different ages and coun- 
tries } that, may be the beft for a particular 
people, which in the view of all their circunfi- 
SKrances, affords the faireft profpedl of promot- 
ing righteou-fnefs, and of fecuring the moft va- 
luable privileges of the commtinity, in its ad- 
ministration. 

Civit liberty is one of the moft important 
ble#ng« which men poffefs of a temporal na- 
ture, the moft valuable inheritance cm this fide 
heaven. That conftitution may therefore be 
efteemed the beft, which doth moft effeftually 
fecure thia treafure to a community. That 
liberty confifts i«t freedom from reftraint, leav- 

B 
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ing each one to adl as feemeth rig^ to himfelf, 
is a moll: unwife miftaken apprehenfion. Civ- 
il liberty, confifts in t^e being and adminiftra- 
tion of fuch a {fHem of laws, as doth <bxnd all 
clafles of men, rulers and fubjedls, to unite 
their exertions for the promotion of virtue and 
public happinefs. That happy conftitution 
enjoyed by the Hebrews, of which, the Supreme 
Lawgiver was the immediate author, was no 
other, than a fyftem of good laws, and righte- 
ous ftatutes : which limited the powers and pre- 
rogatives of magillrates, delignated the duties 
of fubjedrs, and obliged each to that obedience 
to law, and exchange of fervices, which ten- 
ded to mutual benefit.! " And what narion is 
there fo great, that hath ftatutes and judgments 
fo righteous, as all this law which I fet before 
you this day." A ftate offociety neceflarily 
implies reciprocal dependence in all its mem- 
bers ; and rational government, is defigned to 
realize and ftrengthen this dependance, and to 
render it, in fuch fenfe equal in all ranks, from 
the fupreme magiftrate, to the meaneft peafant, 
that each one may feel himfelf bound to feek 
the good of the whole : when individuals do 
this, whether rulers or fubjedls, they have a jull 
right to expedl the favor and protedlion of the 
whole body. The laws of a ftate, fhoiild equal- 
ly bind every member, whether his ftation be 
the moft confpicuous, or, the moft obfcure. 
Rulers in a righteous government, are as really 
under the controul of law, as the meaneft fub- 
jedt : and the one equally with the other, ftiould 
be fubjeded to puniftiment, when ever he be- 
comes criminal, by a violation of the law. Re- 

t Deat. iv. 8. 
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wards juid puniftiments, fhou'd be equally di- 
ftributed to all, agreeably to real merit or de- 
merit, without refpeft of perfpns. A conftitu- 
tion, founded upon thegeneral and imtnutable 
lawsof righteoufnefs and benevolence, and cor- 
refponding to their particular circumltances, 
will therefore become a primary objed: with a 
wife and underftanding people. 

2. THEwifdomofa people will appear, in 
their united exertions to fupport fuch a fyftem 
of government, in its regular adminiftration. 

Enacting falutary laws, difcovers the wif- 
dom and good defign of legiflators : but the 
liberty and happinefs of the community, effen- 
tially depend upon their regular execution. 
The beft code of laws can anfwer no good pur- 
pofes, any further than it is executed. Every 
member in fociety is bound, in duty to the 
community, himfelf, and pofterity, to ufe his 
endeavours that the laws of the ftate be carried 
into execution. 

Laws, point out the exifting offices, relations 
and dependancies of the community : they 
ferve for the dired:ion, fupport and defence of 
all charadters ; but conlidered as reftraints, they 
more efpecially refpedl the unruly m embers, f 
" Knowing this, that the law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for the lawlefs and difobe- 
dient, for the ungodly and for finners, for un- 
holy and profane, for murderers of fathers, and 
murdefers of mothers, for manflayers, for 
whoremongers, for them that defile themfelves 
with mankind, for liars, for perjured perfons, 

+ 1. Tim. j. 9, 10. 
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and if there be any other thing that is contrary 
to found dotftrine." It is.pnreafonabte to ex- 
pe<9:, that the vices of ftian which are inimical 
to focicty, will be reftraijjipd by filent laws ex- 
ifting upon paper = they mpfl: be carried into ex- 
ecution, an(d be known to have an adive exifl- 
ence, thatfuch ascontenan the law, may not only 
read, but feel the refentment of the coaamumtj; 

. It is not within the reach of human undcr- 
ftanding, to look with precifion into futurity, 
to difcover all the circumftances and contin- 
gencies which may take place among a people : 
neither is it certain, that every perfon who may 
poffefs a fair charader for ability and integrity, 
and who may be called into public liic, will be 
governed in all his actions, by public and difin- 
terefled motives. Through neceffary impcrfoo 
tion, or corrupt defign, ftatutes may be enpsled, 
•which may, not prove falutary in their execu-^ 
tion ; but greatly prejudicial to the common 
good : hence arifeth the neceffity of alterations 
and amendments, in all human fyftcras. . y 

Changes however, fhould be few as poflible ; 
for the ftrengthand reputation of government, 
doth not a little depend upon the uniformity and 
liability obferved in its adminiftration. Laws 
while they remain fuch, ought to be executed, 
■when found to be ufelefs or hurtful, they may 
be repealed : to have law3 in force and not ex- 
ecutedj or to obftrud the natural courfe of law 
in a free ftate, muft be dangerous ; will have 
many hurtful tendencies, will greatly weaken 
government, and render all the interefts of the 
community infecure. Liberty, property and 
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life, are all precarious, in a ftate where laws 
ceafe in their execution. When known breach- 
es of law pafs with impunity, and open tranf- 
greflbrs go unpunifhed ; when executive offi- 
cers grow remifs in their duty, efpecialiy, when 
they connive at difobedience : all diftindions 
betwixt virtue and vicewiil vanilh, authority 
will fink into difrepute, and government wili 
be trantipled in the dull — for which reafons, 
with others that might be named, it muft be th£ 
wifdom, the indifpenfible duty of all charadlers 
in fociety, to unite their exertions, for the fup- 
»port of righteous laws, in their regular admin- 
iftration. As it would be exceedingly unrea- 
ibnable to expedt, that any people, can ever re- 
alize the benefits of goes! government, under a 
weak, or a wicked adminiflration-i-in which, 
perfons deftitute of abilities, or, of ftabie prin- 
ciples of righteoufiiefs and goodnefs, fill the va- 
rious departments of the ft:ate. Hence, 

3. The wifdom of a people will appear in 
the election of good rulers. 

The peace and happinefs of commAjnities, 
have a necellary dcpcndancc, under God, up- 
on the charadier and condud: of thofe who are 
called to the adminiftration of government. 
A bad conftitution, under the direftion of wife 
and, pious rulers, who have capacity to difcern, 
difpofitioa and refolution to purfue the public 
good, may become a bleffing ; being made to 
fubferve many valuable purpofesr. But -the 
belt confl:itution, committed to rulers of a con- 
trary defcription, may be fubverted ; or fo 
>few|edj as to become acurfe : and be rendered 
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produdlive of the moftmifchievous confequen- 
ces. The'undeiftanding, or folly, of a people 
in reference to their temporal interefts, is in 
nothing more confpicuous, than in the choice 
of civil rulers. In free ftgtes the body of elec- 
tors have it in their power to be governed well ; 
if faithful to themfelves and the public, in raif- 
ing thofe to offices of truft and importance, 
who are poflefled of abilities and have merited 
their confidence by former good fervices. 

Knowledge and fidelity, are qualifications 
indifpenfibly neceflarytoform the charadler of 
good rnagifl:rates. No man, ever poflefled na- 
tural or acquired abilities, too great for the 
difcharge of the duties confl:antly incumbent 
upon thofe, who adt as the reprefentatives of 
the Moft High God, in the government of their 
fellow creatures : multitudes however well dif- 
pofed, are totally incapable of fuch trufl:. The 
interefts of fociety are always important, they 
are many times involved in extreme difficulty, 
through the.weaknefs of fome, and the wick- 
ednefs of others ; and there is need of the mofl 
extenfive knowledge, wifdom and prudence, 
to direft the various oppofing interefts of in- 
dividuals into one channel, and guide them all 
to a fingle objedt, the public good. Wo to that 
people, to whom God by his providence in 
judgment fhall fay ; " I will give children to 
be their princes, and babes fhall rule over them. 
And the people fhall be opprefTed, every one 
by another, and every one by his neighbour : 
the child fhall behave himfelf proudly againft 
the antient, and the bafe againfl the honourable. 
And judgment is turned away backward, and 
juftice ftandeth afar off": for truth is fallen in 
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the ftreet and equity cannot enter j and he that 
departeth from evil maketh himielf a prey." ■\ 

But knowledge alone, will qualify no per- 
fon to fill a public ftation with honor to him- 
felf, or advantajge to others. The greateft 
abilities the moft extenfive knowledge are ca- 
pable of abufe ; and when mifapplied to fel- 
fifh ambitious purpofes, may be improved to 
the deftrudtion of every thing valuable in foci- 
ety. ' 

Fidelity therefore, is another eflential cha- 
' radlef-iftic in a good ruler. This is a qualifi- 
cation fo abfolutely eflential, that when known 
ta be wanting, no conceivable abilities can atone 
for its abfence. Fidelity hath no fure unfhak- 
en foundation, but in the love and fear of the 
one true God : that love, which extends its 
benign influence to all the creatures of God, 
This is a branch of that benevolent religion, 
which the Son of God came down from Hea- 
ven to efl:ablifh, in the hearts of men on earth : 
this when feated in the foul of man, becomes a 
liable principle of adtion, and will have an ha- 
bitual influence in all his Condudt, whether in 
public or private life — this will enable rulers 
to maintain the dignity of their elevated fl:ati- 
ons, amidft the ftrong temptations with which 
they may be aflaulted — feeling their jufl: ac- 
countablenefs to thofe of their fellow men,who 
have placed fuch confidence in them, as to en- 
truft them with all their valuable temporal inter- 
efts : and what is infinitely more, feeling their 
accountablenefs to God ; they will labor to dif- 
charge the important duties of their office ; 
remembering that the day is faft approaching, 

1: Ifa. iii, 4,^, and lix : I4) i^- 
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trhen, notwithftanding, " they are gods, aii3 
children of the MoftHigh, yet they Ihalldk like 
men, an fall like one of the princes." Able 
pious magiflrates, who wHh to anfwer the end 
of their appointment, will not wilh to. hide 
their real characters from the public eye— they 
will come to the light that their deeds may be 
manifeft. 

It is; the intereftand privilege of an enlight- 
ened free people, to be acquainted with the 
charadlers of their moft worthy citizens, who 
are candicktes for public offices in the commu- 
nity ; and, it is equally their intereft and pri- 
vilege, to make choice of thofe only to be ru- 
lers, who are known among their tribes, fo* 
wifdom and piety- Following the falutary 
counfel of the prince of Midian, they will pro- 
vide out of alt the people, able men, fuch as 
fear God, men of truth, hating covetoufnefs* 

Fre£ republicans, as obferved above, have it 
in their power to be governed well : but they 
are in the utmoft danger through a wanton 
abufe of this power. Adruated, by noble pub- 
lic fpirited motives, and a primary regard to 
real merit in their eledtions j they will have 
the heads of their tribes, as fathers to lead them 
in paths of fafety and peace : under, the guid- 
ance of fuch rulers, who confider their fubjedli 
as brethren, and children, and all the interefts 
of the Community as their own ; a people can 
hardly fail of all that happJnefs of which foci- 
eties are capable in this degenerate ftate. 

BoT when party fpirit, local views, and in-» 
tereftcd motives, direct their fuffjrages, wheii 
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fihey loofe fight of the great end of govern menf 
the public good, and give themfelves up, to the 
baneful influence of paralitical demagogues^ 
they may well expedt to reap the bitter fruits 
of their own folly, in a partial wavering ad- 
miniftration. Through the negkft, or abufe 
of their privileges, inoft ftates have loft theij? 
liberties j and have fallen a prey to the avarice 
and ambition of defigning and wicked men. 
" When the righteous are in authority, the 
people rejoice : but when the wicked beareth 
rule, the people mourn . ' ' This j oy, or mourn- 
iog, aflfvong a people, greatly depends on theij? 
6wn condud: in cledfeions-^bribefy here, is the 
bane of fociety — the man who will give or re- 
ceive a reward in this cafe, mufl: be extremely 
ignorant, not to delerve the fttgma of an ene- 
ttiy tO' the ftate — and fhould he have addrefs to 
avoid difcovery, he muft be deftitute of fenfi- 
bJlity, not tofeel himfelf tobedefpicable. All 
private difhonorable methods to raife perfons 
to office, convey a ftrong fufpicion to the dif- 
cerning rnindj that merit is wanting : real 
merit may dwell in obfcurity, but it needeth 
not, neither will it ever folicit, the aids of cor- 
ruption to bring itfelf into view. When 
ftreams are pothjted in their fountain they* 
wilt not fail to run impure — offices in govern- 
ment obtained by purehafe, will always be im- 
proved to regain the purehafe money with 
large increafe : and a venal adminjftration will 
po&fs neither difpofition nor ftrength to cor- 
te&. the vices of others,, but will Ipfc fight of the 
public happihels, in theeager purfirit of perfon- 
al emolument. 

C 
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4. Wisdom will lead a people to maintain a 
facred regard to righteoufnefs, in reference to 
the public, and individuals. 

Moral righteoufnefs is one of thofe ftrong 
bonds by which all public focieties are fup- 
ported. Heathen nations ignorant of divine re- 
velation, and the particular duties and obliga- 
tions which are enlightened and inforced by 
the word and authority of God ; have never- 
thelefs been fenfible, of the great importance 
of moral righteoufnefs. Greece and Rome, in 
the beginning of their greatnefs, before they 
funk into effeminacy and corruption, were 
careful to encourage and maintain public and 
private juftice : they laboured to difFufe prin-. 
ciples of righteoufnefs among all ranks of their 
citizens. Many of their writings on this fub- 
jedi deferve attention fo far as the obfervance 
of moral duties refped: civil communities, and 
the weH-being of mankind in the prefent world. 
As all civil communities have their foundation 
in compadls, by which individuals immerge 
out of a ftate of nature, and become one great 
whqle, cemented together by voluntary en- 
gagenients ; covenanting with each other, to 
obferve fuch regulations, and perform fuch du- 
ties as may tend to mutual advantage : hence 
arifeth the neceflity of righteoufnefs, this being 
the bafis on w^hich all mull depend. When 
this fails, compadls will be difregarded, men 
will loofe a fenfe of their obligations to each 
other, inftead of confidence and harmony, will 
be a fpirit of diftruft and fear, every man will 
be afraid of his neighbour; jealoufieis will fub- 
fift betwixt rulers and fiibjeds, the ftrength of 
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the community will be loft in animofity and 
divifion, all ability for united exertion will ^e 
deftroyed, and, the bonds of fociety being bro- 
ken it muft be diflblved. It was long fince 
obferved, by one of the greateft and wifeft of 
kings, and will for ever remain true ; " That 
righteoufnefs exaltetha nation : but fin is a re- 
proach to any people." The truth of this di- 
vine itiaxim doth not depend upon any arbitra- 
ry conftitution, or, pofitive fyftem of govern- 
ment : but flows from the reafon and nature 
of things. 

There is in the conftitution of heaven, an 
cftabliftied connedtion, between the pradtice of 
j-igl^teoufnefs and the happinefs of moral be- 
ings "united in fociety. Public faith, and pri- 
vate juftice, lay a foundation, for public fpir- 
it and vigorous exertion to reft upon ; in fuch 
a ftate, every one will receive a proper reward 
for his fervice, let his flation be what it may : 
and every delinquent, will realize fuch punifti- 
ment, as his offence, or negledt of duty may de- 
ferve. In a fixed regular courfe of communi- 
cative and diftributive juftice, all may know 
before hand, what the -reward of their conduct* 
v/ill be. What the apoftle hath f^id concern- 
ing the natural body, and applied to the church 
of Christ : may withcqua,! propriety and lit- 
tle variation, be applied to political focieties. 
Thefe bodies are compofed of various members, 
the members have various offices, but all of 
them are neceflary, for the well being of the 
whole ; there is fomething due from the body 
to every member, and from every member 
to the body : every part is to be regarded, 
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and righteotifnds maiataifled ttiroughout the 
■whole. 

The members of a well organized civil com- 
munity, under an equal and juftadminiftration, 
have no more reafoh to complain of the fta- 
tion alloted to them in providence ; than the 
members of the natural body, have of the place, 
by God affigned them in thf t. " The eye cannot 
fayunto the hcdd,I have no need of thee ; nora- 
gain the head to to the feet, I have no need of 
you. But that the members Ihould have the 
fame care one for another. And whether one 
member fufFer, all the members fufFer with it : 
or one member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it." No member of the natural 
body, of a civil community, or of God's moral 
kingdom, can be required to do taore, than ob- 
ferve the proper duty of its own ft&tion : vi^hen 
this is performed, all is done which can reafon- 
ably be demanded, it hath done well, and may 
expedt the approbation and protedlion of the 
whole body. 

Men may indeed complain, becaufe they are 
not angels ; and do it with as much propriety, 
as to feel difcontented, becaufe they are not 
all placed at the head of civil communities. 
The allw^ife God, hath given us our capacities, 
and fixed our ftations, and when righteoufnefs 
is obferved by us, and the community of which 
we are members, we Ihall then do, and receive, 
what belongs to os, and this is all we can rea-r 
fonably defire. 

5. The wifdom of a people eflentially con- 
itfts, in paying an unfeigned 'obedience to the 
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inftitutions of that religion, which t'he Supreme 
Lawgiver hath eftabliihed in his church on 
earth. 

That religion, which God hath <enjoine4 
upon rational beings, is not only neceflary for 
his glory, but eflential to their happinefs. To 
eftablilh a charadler as being truly religious, 
under the light of divine revelation, it is by no 
means fufficient, that men fhould barely ac^ 
knowledge the exiftence, and general provi- 
dence of one fupreme Deity. From this hea- 
venly light, we obtain decided evidence, that 
the Almighty Father, hath fet his well beloved 
Son the blefled Immanuel, as King upon his 
holy hill of Zion. This Divine perfon, in his 
mediatorial character, " is exalted, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and do- 
jninion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but alfo, in that which 
is to come. And all things are put under 
his feet. That at the name of Jesus, every 
knee fhould bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; 
and that every tongue fhould confefs, that Je- 
sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of Ood the 
Father." 

In vain, do guilty mortals worfhip the great 
Jehovah, and prefent their fervices before him, 
but, in the name, and for the fake of this glori- 
ous Mediator. For it is his will " that all men 
fhould honor the Son, even as they honor the 
Father." 

Communities, have their exiftence in, and 
from, this glorious perfonage. The kingdom 
is his, and he ruleth among the nations. 
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Through his bounty, , and fpecial providence, 
it is, that a people enjoy the ineftimable liber- 
ties and numerous advantages of a well regula- 
ted civil focitty : through his influence, they 
are infpired with underftanding to adopt, with 
Jtrengchand public fpirit to maintain, a righ- 
teous conftitution : He gives able impartial rul- 
ers, to guide in paths of virtue and peace ; or 
fets up over them the bafeftof men. By his in- 
vifible hand, ftates are preferved from internal 
convullions, and fhielded by his Almighty arm 
from external violence : or, through his provi- 
dential difpleafure, they are given as a prey to 
their own vices ; or to the lufts and paffions. 
of other ftates, to be deftroycd. 

Thus abfolutely dependant, are temporal 
communities, and all human things, upon 
Him who reigneth King in Zion. " Be wife 
now therefore, O ye kings ; be inftrudled, yc 
judges of the earth, Kifs the Son left he be 
angry, and ye perilh from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little : bleffed are all 
thfey that put their truft in him." 

The holy religion of the Son of God, hath 
a moft powerful and benign influence upon 
moral beings in fociety. It not only reftrains 
malicious revengeful paflions, and curbs un- 
ruly lufts ; but will in event, eradicate them 
all from the human breaft— it implants all the 
divine graces and focial virtues in the heart — it 
fweetens the difpofitions of men, and fits them 
for all the plealing fatisfadlions, of ra:tional 
friendfliip — teaches themfelf denial — infpires 
them with a generous public fpirit — fills them 
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with Idve to others, to righteoufnefs and mercjr 
—makes them careful to difcharge the duties 
of their ftations — diligent and contented in their 
callings — this, beyond any other confideration, 
will increafe the real dignity of rulers^will 
give quiet and fubniiifion to fubjedls — this is 
theonly trueand genuine fpirit ofliberty, which 
can give abiding union and energy to ftates — 
and will enable them to bear profperity without 
pride— and fupport them in adverfity without 
dejedtion — this will afford all clafles of men 
confolation h» death, and render them happy in 
God, their full eternal portion, in the coming 
world. 

Religion, therefore is the glory of all intel- 
igent beings, from the higheft angel, to the 
ineaneft of the human race : and will for ever 
happify its poffeffors, confidered, either individ- 
ually, or, as connedted in fociety : for this affim- 
ulates the hearts of creatures, to the great foun- 
tain of being in the exercife of general and dif- 
interefted affedion j and is, the confumation 
of wifdom. 

If the preceding obfervations, have their 
foundation in reafon, and the word of God : 
we fee the happy qoiinedlion between religion 
and good government. The idea that there is, 
and ought to be, no conhedtion between reli- 
gion and civil policy, appears to reft upon this 
abfurd fuppofition ; that men by entering into 
fociety for mutual advantage, become quite a 
different clafs of beings from what they were 
before, that they ceafe to be moral beings; 
and confequently, loofe their relation and obli- 
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gations to Gob", as His creatUiries and fubje£ts i 
and alfo their relations to each other as rational 
fecial creatures. If thefe are the real confe- 
quences of civil connexions; ehey are unhaippy 
indeed, as they muft exceedingly debafe and de- 
grade human nature : and it is readily ac- 
knowledged, thefe things being true, that reli- 
gion can have no further demands upon them. 
But, if none of the relations or obligations of 
men to their Creator, and each other are loft 
by entering into fociety ; if they ftill remain 
moral and accountable beings, and, if religioia 
is the gfory and perfection of moral beings, 
then the connedlion, between religion and good 
government is evident — and all attempts tai 
feparate them are unfriendly to fociety, and in- 
imical to good government, and muft originate 
in ignorance or bad delign. 

Religion effentially confifts in friendly 
affedlioh to God, and bis rational ofFspfing j 
and fueh affedlion, can never injure that go- 
vernment which hath public happinefs for its 
objedt. 

Ar'tfi^?r» have been m^de to diftinguifli be- 
tween moral aftd' political wifdoin — moral and 
political righteoufnefs — as tho there were tWd 
kinds of wifd&m and righteoufnefs, diftincH; in 
their nature, and applicable only to different 
fubjedts : that which is moral, belonging to 
the government' of men asfubjefts of Qod's do- 
tninion ; and that which is political, to men as 
jubjeidis of civil role — But-, if wifdom and righ- 
teoufnefs, are the fame in the fountain, as in 
the ftreams, in Got>, as in his creatures ; differ- 



iiig n6t in natare aftd kind, btiti only in degf&^i. 
then all fudh difti!rt£^ofts are manifeftl/ witH-s 
ou« foundation. .We^ead it is true, of a par- 
ticular kind of wifdoirt, the fruit of which h 
" bitter envying an<J ftrife and every evil 
work : and that this wifdom, is earthly, fenfu- 
&i, a-nd devililh/' But, until it is made to ap-i 
pear, that this is mdte friendly Ce) civil govern- 
m^rvt, tfean-the wifdofn '' from above, which is 
pure and peaceabFe, full of merey and good 
fruits, without partiality, and* without hypoerir- 
fy:"* the fuppofed) diftindion, tvrH not ap- 
ply to httman gdvfef ttmeiits with advarfttage-f= 
nor, deftroy the connexion between teligroii 
and good government. , . ^ 

REtiGioN and' a^vil govermnent, are not one 
and the fame thing : tho' both may, and are 
diefigtked to embrace fome of the fkme objefts, 
yet the forriier, extends its obligations andde- 
fig^ls' immenfely^ beyond what the latter cart 
pretettd too : and'it Bath rights and pTerogst- 
mts-, -with which the fetter may not intermed- 
dk Still, there are msny ways, in which crv- 
ifgovermncnt, miiy give couMtcnaAce, encou- 
ragement, and evcff fii'pport toTefeiorti-with- 
butinvadingthe prfero^-arivestif theMofl High,^ 
or, touching the fftfefior; tho faered rig'hts of 
confcience : aitd in doing of tv^htch, it may not 
onlyfhew itsftiendJky regard to chriftiamty, but 
derive important advantages to itfelf. „; 

TttE friencJs of ttue happinefs, whether min- 
Iftets of ftate, brminifters df religion, or, irt 
what ever charader they may a<5t,. will therefore 

I- " T> 
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exert themfelyes to promote that caufe, whicli 
aims at no lefs anobjedt, than the glory of Je- 
hovah, and the higheft felicity of his unlimit- 
ed and eternal kingdom. 

A CIVIL community, formed^ organized, and 
adminiftered, agreeably to the principles'which 
have been fuggefted, will poffefs internal peace 
and energy; its ftrengthand wealth may eafi- 
ly be colle<fled for neceflary defence, cppfe- 
quently will ever be prepared to repel foreign 
injuries : it will enjoy profpcrity within itfelf> 
and become refpedtable amongfl the nations of 
the earth. 

Could this, and the other ftates in the Ame- 
rican Republic in their feparate and united 
capacities, be eftablilhed upon the principles 
of true wifdom, that righteoufnefs and good- 
nefs, which have their foundation in the nature 
of things, and are effentialparts, of the chriftian 
fyftem — could we build upon this foundation, 
we might fet forth a good example, and become 
a bleliing to mankind— in this way we might 
eftablifhour charader as a wife and underftand- 
ing people-^become * " beautiful as Tirzah, 
comely as Jerufalem" — we fhould " look forth 
as the morning, fair as the moon, clearas the 
fun, and terrible as an army with banners." 

Those deferve well of their brethren, whd 
have devoted their time and fuperior abilities 
to the public, in the eftablifhment and admin- 
iliration of civil conftitutions, which arc cal- 
culated to anfwer purpofes, importantly bene- 
ficial to mankind. 



f Solomons Song vi. 4. and 10. 
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These thoughts, may call our grateful at- 
tention, to the honourable and venerable char- 
adters, coUedted this morning in the houfe of 
God. Some refpe<5tful, fefibus addreffes, to 
the different chara6ters here prefent may con- 
clude this difcourfe. ■ ■• 

May it please your Excellency, 

Seats of dignity in free r^ublics are truly 
honorable, where merit, and the voice of un- 
corrupted citizens are the only caufes of eleva- 
tion. The fiirft Magiftrate in fuch a ftate, is 
more refpecftable than the mofl powerful Mon^ 
arch, who obtains his throne, either by arbitra- 
ry ufurpationj the arts of venality, or even the 
fortunate circumftance of hereditary fucceflion* 
In either of the infl:ances fuppofed, the throne 
may be filled without perfonal worth, may be 
fupported by the fame means by which it was 
at firft obtained, and may be improved for the 
purpdfes of idlenefs and diffipation : or what 
is worfe, to confume the wealth, deflroy the 
liberties, and even fport with the lives of fub- 
jed:s. By means of fuch abufe of power, a peo- 
ple will be rendered vaftly more wretched, than 
they would have been in a ftate of nature ; anil 
yet find it extremely difiicult, to extricate 
themfelves from thefe complicated evils. But 
fuch abufe of power cannot fb eafily take place, 
or be continued, in free republican govern- 
ments; where places of honor are infeparably 
connedled with important duties ; duties which 
muft be performed, otherwife fuch places will 
not long be fupported, under the jealous in- 
fpedlion of a people^ ppffeffed of the knowledge. 
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and love of li't»erty; togctlicr with the fii«afts of 
3t« prefervation. ^^ 

These ^losfidemtipn^, a^d to th^ ingrit, aui 
increafe the luftjie of thofe >worthy chara^ers, 
■which "have been repeatedly. eallad ^y the uni- 
ted voice of their brethren to prefide in this 
State.- Thewnderft^iid^ng ?)f thi^ peQfJe and 
their knowledge of wolrth, have been confpi- 
iguoijs, ip the attention gejjieraHy paid, to deser- 
ving perfoitjages in the eh&ioa of theiy rulers : 
efpecially in th^ long fuccefEojj of wif? religious 
goy^n^rs, vhofe eminent talents^ and pious 
£3faftlple§, h3.'ye been fo extenfively beneficial to 
this gPJPnaunity. May your Excellency'* namCi 
jn this hpijowr^blf c^t^logup, remain a lafting 
jmtnorial, of the many fervices which yoi* 
havei'enderedto this people, as a, public tcfti- 
mony of the rcfpe<St of your enlightened fellow 
citizens ; and may your unremitted exertions 
for their profperity be continuedj and ail yout 
benevolerit endeavours to promote dieir tem- 
ppra| and eternal interefts, meet the divine blef- 
iing— may you never b^ar that fword in vain, 
which the exalted Mediator, through the in^ 
ftrvmenfality of men, hath put into your hand? 
Jet this be a fhield to the innocent, the widow, 
and the orphan, in their oppreflions ; while it 
j-emains a terror, to all fuch as do evil : you 
will ifpoiHble, fcatter the wicked witliyour 
eyes, but when coercion becomes neceflary, 
you will bring the wheel over them, Senfible 
flf the weighty cares, and ftrong temptationa of 
your exalted ftation, may your dependancc, be 
jncreafingly fixed on that glorious and gracious 
Being, who hath called you to office s eftecm- 
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|ng his approbatiari infinitely fuperior to tht 
applaufe of mortals. By the weight of youi: 
example, and the influence of that authority 
with which you are clothed, may you, fir, do 
much for the honor of God the Redeemer, foi: 
the advancement of his holy religion among 
men^-'for the prombtion of righteoufnpfs " and 
peace, in this, and the United States of Ameri- 
can— for the abolition of flaver y and every fp&- 
cies of oppreffion — for the increafe of civil and 
religious liberty, in the eajrth — And when, by 
the Supreme Difpofer of all events, you may be 
called, toirelinquiih th€ hoBot^> and cares of 
this mortal life, our prayer to Almighty God, 
is,, that in that> folemn hour, you may enjoy the 
fiipports- of confcious integrity, meet with the 
approbation of your Judge, and be gracioyfly 
received to the fociety of the bleffed. 

The public addrefs, may now, be refpeftful, 
ly prefented, to his Honor the Lieutenant-Go-.- 
vernor, the Coimcilj and Houfe ^Reprclenta- 
tives. 

Honored Gentlemen, 

Thje truft, which God, and this refpedable 
commonwealth, have repofed in ycai is truly im- 
portant. All the temporal interefts of this peo- 
ple, in a fenfe, arc put into your hands and 
committed to your management, for the gen- 
eral good. Children pl^ce ftrbng confidence, 
jn tl|e wifdom and tender' care of their natural 
parents ; fo, do this pcsople in you, gentlemen, 
as their civil fathers : this confidence is not 
only impliedj but exprefled, in the defignation 
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of your^perforis tothofe offices which you hoM, 
in the government of your fellow citizens. 
Civil liberty, is an inheritai^e defcending from 
theFatherof Lights, a talent which, individuals 
may not defpife, or mifimprove without guilt : 
how vaftly irftportant then, muft'this, with its 
conne6led bleffings in focicty, be, to a large 
community ? The extenfive' views; and patri- 
otic feelings, of wife and virtuous magiftrates, 
cannot fail, deeply to Imprefs th?ir minds with 
the weight and folemnity of the truft repofec^ 
in them. Great anxiety (for preferment, be-r 
trays a weak mind, or a vicious heart. Thofe 
only, deferve the honors of an elevated ftation, 
who are willing to bear the burdens, and per- 
form the duties which belong to it ; .and to 
reap the rewards ^ivhich righteoufnefs and be- 
nevolence will beftow : and who, in the ways 
of well doing, can meet with calmnefs, the tem- 
porary ingratitude, of a mifguided misjudging 
people. Not that the preacher would be un- 
derftcod to mean, that great efleem, with an 
ample pecuniary recompenfe, are not due, to 
thofe, whofe time, and fuperior talents are em- 
ployed, in prompting the happinefs of their fel- 
low men. 

You, gentlemen, are veiled with an authori- 
ty, which men of Wifdom and virtue will ever 
revere ; which properly exercifed, none can 
refill, without refilling the ordinance of God : 
and perievering in their refifl:ance " mufl: receive 
to themfelves damnation." May you ever ex- 
ercife fuch authority, in the meeknefs of wif- 
dom, for the befl: good of your brethren : a- 
greeably to thofe unchangeable laws of righte- 
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bufnefs andgoodnefs,:which the Supreme Law- 
giver hath eftablifhed in his moral kingdom.* 
" That no iniquity, be found in the place of 
righteoufnefs, or, wickednefs, in the place of 
judgment ; your eyes will be upon the faithful 
of die > land, that they may dweU with you : 
thofe who walk in a perfedt way," will be, de- 
fignated by you for all important executive 
trufts. Viewing yourfelves, in the light of 
truth, as the minifters of God, to this people 
for .good, you will realize the important con-t 
nedlion between the moral government of Je- 
hovah, and thofe inferior governments whicli 
he h^th ordained to exift among men. In this 
light, you will efteem it your higheft glory, to 
mahifefl; a perfonal, fupreme regaird, to the be- 
nevolent ihftitutions of the Son of God : by 
the weight of your example, and the force of all 
that influence you poflefs, you will ftudy to 
cbmmend his holy religion to all men ; that 
you may be inftrumental, in promoting the 
temporal peace and eternal happinefs of this 
people. Public fentiments have a yaft influ- 
ence upon the conduct of mankind ; public fen- 
timents receive their complexion from public 
men ; the rulers of a people can do more than 
fome may imagine, to promote real godlinefs : 
if this, is recommended in their converfa- 
tion, and exemplified in their lives, it will at- 
traCl the attention of multitudes ; it may lead 
fome to a happy imitation,andwillnot fail, to 
give ftrong fupport, to all fhe friends of God. 
But men, fufficiently difpofed at all times to 
cafl: off the fear of God, need flenderaid, from 
public influential charadters, to become pro- 

* Eccl, iii, 16 — Ff. ci. 6. 
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fefled advocates, for infidelrty and licentiouf-t 
nefs. How exceedingly inrerefting, gfintlemen, 
toyourfelYcs and the community, is the ftationaf- 
figned you in providence ? May unerring wif- 
doraagiiideall your fleps, and the God of Abra, 
ham be your fMel'd, and txce^ding great re- 
wards ,. 

Thb Miniftersof Gop'sfaindtuary, will ac^ 
cept fome thoughts addreffed ta them, not in- 
deed for their irafttudiion, but, to " ftir up theii 
pure m^inds by way of remembrance." 

Reveret*?© Fathers and BR.ErHR.EM, 

OoR ehara£ter as cbriftians, obligpth us to 
be righteous before God, walking in all the 
eommaodiments and ordinances of the Lord 
blamele^ : not forgetting that, of civil maLgf- 
iliracy, as one of the wife and gracious appoint- 
ments of heaven, which, rightly improved, wiH 
extend irs happy influence beyond the present 
life. And, our office asminifters, calleth us to 
exhort all the difciples of Jefus, that they 
•^ fubmit themfelves to every ordinance of man 
^ the Lord's fake i. unto k^g^ and governors 
as unto-therh that are fenj: by him for the pun- 
ilhment of evil doers, and for the praife of them 
that dQ' well. For fo is the' will of God, that 
tv^ith well doing ye may put to filence the igno- 
rance of foolifti men. " ' The ignorance and fcJr- 
ly of that principle, that there is^no Gonneclion 
between religion and civil policy, is moft hap*- 
pily jrefuted, when the foHpwers of* Jesus a^ 
in charadber, and demonftrateto the world, that 
real chriftians are the beft mernbers of fociety 
in every ftation. We arenot then ading out 
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of charadler, -when; pointing out the advantages 
of a righteous government, and the neceffity of 
fubjedlion to magiftrates. This however, is 
not the principal objedl b^ our miniftry : our 
wifdom and underftanding will eminently ap- 
pear; in converting finners from the error of 
their ways — in winning fouls to Christ. To 
cfFedt which our fpeech and our preaching 
nxufl: not be with; enticing words of man's wif- 
dom, but in demonftration of the fpirit and of 
power. 

Confiding, in the unerring wifdom, and 
boundlefs goodnefs, of God, we need not be 
aihamed, nor afraid, to declare all his counfel 
— ^being'weli alTured, that no doftrine, or duty, 
can be found in his revealed will, but fuch as 
are profitable for men to believe apd pradlice. 
The great comprehenfive defign of the chrif- 
tian miniftry, is the glory of God, in the falva^ 
tion of finners, through Jesus Christ. In 
purfuing this noble all important defign, we 
jQiall labor to exhibit, the divine excellency of 
the chrifl:ian religion, in the holinefs of our lives 
and converfation, as well, as in. the fimplicity; 
and uncorruptnefs of our do£trines : that cur 
example and our preaching, may unite in their 
tendency, to perfuade finners, to become re- 
j^ on^iliptj fo Gn n ." How beautiful upon the 

mountains are ifee ■ leer ^-»f JiJ.ro.--7?53r-lTfittnrt--T»-- 
good tidings ; that publiftieth peace, that faith 
unto Zion, thy God rdgneth \" and how is 
this beauty increafed ? when the fpirituai 
watchmen upon the walls of Zion, " fing to- 
gether with the voice, and fee eye to eye," * ' 

*Ha.lu.7.S. 
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That this beauty rntay appear; and fhin*, in 
aU the roiniftcis ;anfl chiurches of Ckbist •; let 
us becowje more fen«»n$iiand united^ in fiip* 
plications, to our I^BOher in Heaven, that he 
may fhed forth pfcntifol effufions of that fpirit 
of love, and of a fouad'mindj which i& the oiu. 
ly abiding principle of miion, bet ween mcnii 
beings. Under tim ihSuence of thisiholyr: fpi* 
rit, awarkened to sdtivity and renewed dali* 
gence, fay the repeated inftamces of imat?ility^ 
among the miniftering fervants of GoD,.in^ thf 
paft year ; may we all purfue the facred work 
affigned us, with incrcaiing joy, andfticcefi^n- 
til caUaed from our labors, to receive the; free 
Howards of faithful fervantg>. in the kingdom of 
pur Lord and Saviour Jesus CuRiaT. 

Abfiff add refs, tb -idTC numerous audience 
prefentbn this joyful anniverfary, will ekifc 
this difcourfe.— 

l^RETHRSN AND FEtLQW CiTIZKNS, 

Let us not vainly boaft, in our truly happy 

conftitution-*-nor in the number of wife, and 

pious per fonages, whcmi God hath called to 

prefide in its adminiftration. We haveabund* 

ant occafion indeed, to blefs, and praife, ti»e 

God of Heaven 5 for all oar di ftintruijtii^ pri- 
-^— *<~ _ < ' • •' — .-3-^^c UiLru uar r j t ew ttt &W Tan 



i-^^ittgftwaSi^ew at OW Tap* 
fed race, enjoy inanaunitiesj equal to thofe which 
we polTefs : but \re do well to remember, that 
profanenefs and ipeligidniiinfidelity and ungod- 
linefs» when coBhe£feed widi fuch advantager, 
will exceedingly enhance the goil't of men,an4 
without repentance, wilt Wffully increafe the 
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pains of damnation. Would we become a 
wife underftanding people, we muft learn the 
ftatutes, and judgments, which the Lord our 
God, hath commanded, and obey them— we 
muft be a religiouiS, holy people, " for without 
holinefsj no man fhall fee the Lord." Let all 
be exhorted, to become wile to falvation, through 
faith, which is in Christ Jesus. — Amen. 




